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I love libraries. The thrill of a new-to-me stack of 
books to explore has always brought me joy. Now 
with the internet, the resources available for explora-
tion are amazing! This month, I'd like to “zoom in” on 
several helpful quilting resources available to all for 
free: The Quilt Index, Quilting Hub, and the Global 
Quilt Connection.  
 

The Quilt Index (www.quiltindex.org) is a digital re-
pository of thousands of images, stories and information about quilts and 
their makers drawn from hundreds of public and private collections around 
the world. You can search for traditional quilts from the 1800’s through 
modern art quilts by pattern name, location, time period, or artist. There are 
also gems like historic correspondence about quilts. 
 

The Quilting Hub (www.quiltinghub.com) helps one find quilting resources 
worldwide, such as quilt shops, shows, guilds, museums, etc. I searched for 
quilt guilds in Maryland and found many of our local guilds, but not ours! I 
was able to add an entry about our guild for no cost. My impression is that 
as more items are added to the hub over time, it will become a valuable go-
to resource. 
 

The Global Quilt Connection (www.globalquiltconnection.com) gives an 
opportunity for quilt teachers to showcase their talents and available lec-
tures and workshops for guilds or for anyone interested in researching quilt 
teachers. You can search for teachers by technique and then watch a short 
video where they describe their lectures and workshops.  
 

I hope you take some time to peruse these resources and that they are help-
ful to you. Of course, our greatest resource is each other! Thanks go to 
Sandy Dunning for offering to conduct a mini-workshop at our August 
meeting on making a pincushion from vintage blocks. I have an orphan 
block made by my mother that I hope to use.  
 

If you have a resource or technique you'd like to share with the guild, let me 
know! 
 

Fran Scher 
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Clustered Spires Quilt Guild Meeting Minutes 
July 8, 2021 

 
Fran Scher, President, called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 
 
Twenty-six members were present with no guests or new members. 
 
New officers, Linda McNey, Secretary and Fran Scher, President, gave a brief quilting journey talk as an intro-
duction to members.  Linda, born in Lexington, Kentucky, started “needling” at 5 years old and has experienced 
A to Z sewing starting with simple embroidery and continuing through doll clothes, clothing, craft projects, and 
first quilt lesson in 2008.  Current projects are two baby quilts for a first time great grandmother and grandmoth-
er. 
 
Fran was born in La Plata, MD and started her journey at 5 years old as well, with embroidery and began her 
quilting journey in the 80’s while at home in Canada after adopting her daughter.  Her first project was a log cab-
in quilt-as-you-go.  After some more quilt-as-you-go, she gave a class for friends in her basement.  Coming back 
to Maryland, working for a bio-tech firm and adopting a son, her interest in quilting was stimulated by Rick 
Tims’ convergence design, bargello, art quilts, MAQ, and quilt shows.  Fran enjoys modern quilt projects and is 
currently working on an English paper piecing rosette style quilt with each rosette representing an interest – gar-
dening, science, etc. 
 
Minutes from the June meeting were published in the newsletter, and with no changes, were approved with a mo-
tion by Barbara Scuderi and seconded by Jacque Janss. 
 
Treasurer’s Report was submitted by Robin Rippeon: 
 Income through 6/30/2021 $12,911.25 
 Expenses through 6/30/2021 (-12,395.50) 
 Net Income as of 6/30/2021 $     515.78 
 Checking Balance at 6/30/2021 $10,091.44 
  

Committee Reports were given by the committee chairs: 
 

 The Membership and Hospitality Committees met and agreed to merge as there are several overlaps of 
duties.  Darlene Morris and Sandy Dunning will co-chair with Barbara Scuderi and Jacque Janss as mem-
bers.  The committee needs one more person.  The goal is to make the membership more user friendly, 
make the spreadsheet more interactive, and develop ways to welcome new members.  A full report is in 
the works. 

 
 Karen Smith reviewed our sit ‘n sew program featuring a presentation of fidget mats by members. 

 The August meeting will have a workshop with Sandy Dunning instructing on making pincushions 
using vintage fabric or an orphan block. Supply list will be in the newsletter.   

 Speakers into 2022 have been contracted.  
 Work has begun on the December 9th holiday banquet with the theme “Back Together Is a Wonderful 

Place to Be.”  Planning a potluck with chicken as the entrée.  There will be a sheet for signup of dish-
es.  Jacque Janss spoke on the selection of a charity, and this year it is Heartly House.  This organiza-
tion helps victims of domestic abuse and their need list is pajamas (women’s - no gowns, children - all 
sizes), bedding – twin and crib, pillows and reusable shopping bags.  All items must be new and not 
wrapped.  

 Karen reminded us to bring canned goods for the Frederick Food Bank to the banquet. 
 

 Fran reported the September 10 workshop will not open to outside guilds as attendance was boosted since 
last announcement.  There are still two openings available.  Send your request to Fran or sign up on our 
web site. 

                                                                                                                                            Continued on Page 3 



 

 

Clustered Spires Quilt Guild Meeting Minutes (Continued) 

 Kathy Shankle said the Block of the Month block was announced in the newsletter and is Lady of the Lake II. 
 
 Fran will be announcing the guild’s website new password July 9th by email sent to paid members only. 
 
 Fran congratulated Olga Schrichte on her winning bid for the Bernina.   
 
 Sandy Dunning will send another PDF version of the membership directory this weekend so she needs any 

changes and new pictures emailed.  Future changes will be done monthly. 
 
 Nancy Speck has sent the Opportunity Quilt to the quilter and is working on the label. Nancy thanked all 

members for the good wishes and interesting fabric sent to her after recent back surgery. 
 
 Kay Rice reported we exceeded our goals for our two charities, except for needing five fidget mats for Home-

wood.  Our goal for Homewood lap quilts has been exceeded, with 40 lap quilts and 90 car seats quilts for the 
Rescue Mission which also exceeds our goal. 

 
 Kay reviewed how the committee selects organizations by going back over previous years’ charities and re-

viewing members’ areas of interest suggestions.   
 
 Dot White asked if any of the lap quilts collected could be given to Heartly House since we exceeded our 

goals.   
 

Fidget mats made by Olga, Fran, Mary Pauley, Sylvia Cooper, Kay, Becky Lyon and Sandy were shown, and 
their choice of fabric and items on the mats discussed. 
 
From 8:15 to 8:40 we broke out into multiple rooms for chatting. 
 
Olga told us about The Violet Protest of sending 50 hand-textile squares to each congressman to emphasize our 
core values as a means of friendly protest encouraging them to “come together” to do what they were elected to 
do. The Parotest core values: respect for the other, citizenship, compromise, country over party and corporate in-
fluence, courage, candor, compassion and creativity.  The color violet symbolizes the literal combination of red 
and blue – long symbols of our nation’s differing ideologies.  The squares will be displayed at the Phoenix Art 
Museum prior to being sent to Congress.  The goal is 26,750 squares.  Olga, Fran, Mary, and Sandy are contrib-
uting squares with the patriotic theme and color reflecting the core values of the Protest project.   
 
Seven members participated in Show and Tell. 
 
Dot White won a sunflower paper piecing pattern and fabric.  Kay Rice won the $20.00 gift certificate from 
Charlotte’s Cottage. 
 
Fran reminded everyone of the password change.  Also, she said the supply list for Sandy’s pincushion workshop 
will be sent soon. All pictures of donation quilts should be emailed to Sandy. 
 
Kay Rice requested an agreement of the Community Service committee on donating excess lap and crib quilts to 
Heartly House.  Members were canvased with all in agreement to do this. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
Linda McNey, Secretary  



 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE - AUGUST HIGHLIGHTS! 
 

WE DID IT!  We have met our  2021 Community Service goals for  both Faith House and the Homewood 
Dementia Unit.  What an amazing and selfless group of devoted quilters.  Thank you to each of you for being so 
generous.  All donations over and above the targeted goals will be shared with our Community Service partners 
to put aside as their “go-to stash” or with our Christmas charity, Heartly House.  
 
First, thank you to everyone who joined us for our July Community Service fidget mat show and tell.  It is worth 
noting that prior to our July meeting, we had not met our goal for fidget mats.  By the end of show and tell … 
guess what?  The inspiration that each person provided as they explained how they made their mats … inspired 
others to sign up!  Amazing.   
 
Community Service Show and Tell:  August 12  
 
Our August program will again focus on Community Service during show and tell.  Do you have completed 
quilts or fidget mat pictures to share with the guild?  Please send your pictures to Sandy Dunning 
(sdunning0117@gmail.com).   
 

 October 1, 2021:  All completed quilts and fidget mats are due to the coordinators.  Please contact 
either Pat or Karen to arrange to drop off your donation. 

 
 Pat James:  Faith House pjames1749@gmail.com  
 Karen Smith: Homewood Fidget Mats smitty2karen50@gmail.com   

 
 October 14, 2021:  Virtual Community Service presentation to Faith House and Homewood. 

 
Kay Rice and Marcia Walker 
Community Service Co-Chairs 
 
The Community Services Committee:  Brenda Barnhardt, Danita Fr isby, Pat James, Kay Rice, Fran 
Scher, Barbara Scuderi, Marty Simmons, Karen Smith, Kathy Shankle, and Marcia Walker   

From the Program Committee: 
 

It was wonderful to see the progress everyone is making on their Community Service pro-
jects at our July meeting.  Thank you to all of our very talented members who showed their 
fidget mats and inspired even more guild members to give them a try.    
 

Our August meeting will be held on August 12th.  We will start with some social time at 6:30.   

 

During the meeting, Sandy Dunning will be demonstrating how to make a 
vintage pincushion.  Look for additional information in this newsletter.  
Also, we’ll be revealing the slate of 2022 programs. 
 

Looking ahead to September:  Our September 9th speaker is Debby 
Kratovil who will be speaking on “Modern My Way.”  The next day, Deb-
by will be doing a virtual workshop on “Pickle Dish” (see photo at left).   
                                                                               Continued on Page 5 
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Program Committee (Continued): 
 
 

There are still two slots available for this workshop.  You can register at the Clustered 

Spires website.                                                               

 

Each year, our guild selects an organization/charity to which we make holiday donations in De-

cember.  This year the guild has selected Heartly House.  This is the only organization in 

Frederick County that provides comprehensive services to survivors of domestic violence, 

sexual abuse, human trafficking and child abuse. The list of items needed and links to possible 

sale items are available in the Members section of our website.  
  

 

Karen Smith, Chair 

REMINDER:  The next Board Meeting is Sep-
tember 2 via Zoom at 7pm.  Please send agenda 
items to Fran Scher before then. 



 

 

BLOCK OF THE MONTH - AUGUST 
 
Box Quilt – A little more challenging than previous blocks.  This 

would make a great scrappy quilt or maybe even be used for a sig-

nature quilt. 

 
Darlene Morris 

Membership and Hospitality Committee 
 

The former Membership and Hospitality Committees have now merged into one committee.  Co-chairs of 
this committee are Darlene Morris and the writer of this summary, Sandy Dunning.  Fran Scher, CSQG Presi-
dent, also participated in the reorganizing meetings.  Members are Sylvia Cooper, Sandy Dunning, Jacque 
Janss, and Barbara Scuderi. 
 

Darlene has updated the membership spreadsheet to be a web-based version which can be shared in real time 
with both Fran and Sandy.  This will allow for more immediate changes and revisions, which can then be 
used to keep the directory up-to-date.  Thanks to Fran Scher for enabling this change.   
 

We have also created a “process spreadsheet” to more clearly outline the process of payments from new and 
renewing members.  This was necessary due to the popularity of the use of our newly created PayPal ac-
count.   
 

In order to ensure a welcoming and inclusive community of quilters, we decided to form a “Buddy System.”  
Visitors will paired with a “Buddy” – a guild member who will personally greet the visitor, show her around 
the room, as well as introduce the visitor at the beginning of the meeting.  New members will also be paired 
with a guild member who will commit to “check in” periodically with our new member and be available to 
answer questions and give suggestions for ways to participate in the guild. 
 

There will be a member volunteer sign-up sheet at our first in-person meeting in November for anyone 
who would like to participate as a “buddy.” 
 

We are also creating a New Member packet that will include a welcome letter from the president, a small 
piece of fabric printed with our logo and the member’s name which can be used to create a personalized 
name badge, the current year schedule/program, membership card with the website passcode written on the 
back, and a soon to be designed brochure about our guild. 
 

We will continue the popular door prize tradition.  Currently, there are enough door prizes for use through 
December. 
 

Finally, we all would like to thank Barbara Scuderi for her faithful involvement and commitment to this  
 

Continued on Page 7 



 

 

Membership and Hospitality Committee (Continued) 
 

committee.  Barbara was most often the “face of the guild” as she greeted both members and visitors at the 
sign-in table.  Barbara has decided to rotate off the committee in December in order to be able to volunteer 
in other areas of our guild.  Please join me in offering our appreciation for all she has done for us! 
 

This means, we really need to add at least one more member to our committee.  If this sounds like a way you 
might want to help out in the guild, please let one of the committee members or Fran, our president, know.  
We will be excited to welcome you to the Membership and Hospitality Committee! 
 
We had four renewals in July.  Welcome new members Patricia Cronin to our 
membership. She lives in Monrovia and has been quilting for several years and still 
considers herself a beginner.  She previously belonged to a guild closer to her 
home.  She’s hoping to meet others and learn to be a better quilter.  She would 
like to improve all her skills, especially binding. Also, Susan Berté from Mid-
dletown, who says "I'm very interested in meeting with other quilters and learning 
more from them and see your monthly speakers."  She'd like to do more small 
projects and charity quilting. 
 
If you are a new member and have not completed our online application for 
membership, please do so to update our directory.  Send a head shot pic for our 
directory and newsletter to  sdunning0117@gmail.com.  A big thank you to everyone who paid via PayPal or 
sent a check to Robin Rippeon.  We have exciting programs planned for the coming year. We currently have 
54 paid members. 
 
Also note that Kathy Cramer moved back to Frederick and has updated her status in our directory.  And  
Karen Smith has a new email address:  smitty2karen50@gmail.com. 

 
Supply List for Vintage Pincushion 

 
Hello Quilters!  Here’s the supply list for the pincushion that we will be making at our August meeting - via 
Zoom, of course!   

A vintage piece of fabric or an orphan block 
Fabric for the backing 
Template for a circle,  4” – 6” diameter (This can be a saucer, rim of a teacup, or 

any circle template of your choosing.) 
Sewing machine 
Scissors 
Heavy weight thread, embroidery floss (I’ve even used Glide dental floss!) 
Needle appropriate for your thread or floss 
Stuffing for pincushion (your choice) 
Selection of buttons 
 
Start sending me your Show and Tell photos for August!  Fidget mats, Community 
Service quilts, completed projects, etc! 
 
Happy Quilting, Sandy Dunning  

Susan Berté 

mailto:sdunning0117@gmail.com
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2021 CLUSTERED SPIRES QUILT GUILD CHALLENGE 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

To our new members, and as a reminder to everyone else, it’s not too late to get started on this year’s guild 
challenge.  The “traditional” or “not so traditional” log cabin block is the only requirement. Something that 
all quilters have probably made at some time. That’s the theme of our project this time. Your fabric object 
must contain at least one log cabin block of any configuration. There are many variations and feel free to 
browse the internet for ideas. We encourage you to try something new and outside the box with your en-
tries. There is no size restriction or shape or what it has to be. Make it big... Make it round... Make a hat... 
Whatever gets your creative juices flowing. Completed projects are due at the October meeting with 1st, 
2nd and 3rd prizes awarded to the top vote getters. If you have any questions, please contact Brenda  
Barnhardt at 301-662-2943 or brenz2catz@gmail.com.   
 

2021 Challenge Committee: Brenda Barnhardt, Julie Howell, Stella Penalver and Olga Schrichte. 

Thank you to everyone who sent condolences, cards, fabric squares, shared thoughts 
and offered prayers following the death of my father, Jay Hickert.  Your thoughtful-
ness is much appreciated. 
                                                             Pat James 

From: Nanci O'Brien <nancijean1@gmail.com> 
 

Ladies. -- 
 

I appreciate any help.   
 

Tunnels to Towers provides homes to families of military and fir st responders killed in 
duty.  One of its newest projects is to build a 110-home "Let Us Do Good Village" in Land 
O'Lakes, FL.  I am coordinating an effort for them to provide a quilt for each of these homes.  
If you would like to help by making any size quilt, offering long arm services and/or help 
sewing bindings on,  please contact me:  nancijean1@gmail.com or 301-829-2490. 
 

Thanks.  Nanci O’Brien, Four County Quilt Guild. 

mailto:nancijean1@gmail.com
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                                 SUNSHINE NEWS 
Dear Members, 
 
Becky Lyon was kind enough to let me know that Cynthia Gaughan has been experiencing 
some serious health issues this past year.  She has lost much of her eyesight due to macular 
degeneration and she also has some possible neurological issues that remain to be diag-
nosed.  She's unable to use Zoom so she hasn't been able to keep up with the guild during 
the pandemic.  We want to let Cynthia know that we're thinking of her by sending her cards 
and 5-inch squares of fabric. 

 
Cynthia's mailing address is: 

 
Cynthia Gaughan 
421 Homewood Circle 
Frederick, MD 21702 
Her email address is:  gaughanc@bellsouth.net 

 
Nancy Speck is home now following her back surgery!  That's a reason to celebrate!  Keep up the good work, 
Nancy!  I hope your back will feel stronger than ever. 
 
Please let Nancy know you're thinking about her.  Here's her contact information: 
 

Nancy Speck 
7431 Willow Road, Cottage 25 
Frederick, MD 21702 
Email: nspeck@comcast.net 

 
Please remember to include a 5-inch square of floral fabric for Nancy so she can make something for herself. 
 
July 21st, Robin Rippeon had surgery to repair the supraspinatus tendon that has totally pulled away from the 
rotator cuff in her right shoulder.  Robin's post-op visit went well.  She had her stitches removed and she should 
have started physical therapy by now.  She is allowed to remove the sling to shower, but she's not allowed to 
move her arm for right now.  Robin is still using ice to relieve the discomfort but not as much as she had 
been.  Her doctor is still saying that it will take a minimum of four months for her shoulder to recover and of 
course no driving yet.  She just needs to be patient and follow her doctor's advice.   
 
If you haven't done so already, please let Robin know that you're thinking about her and wishing her a complete 
recovery.  Her contact information is: 
 

Robin Rippeon 
201 Bennett Court 
Thurmont, MD 21788 
Email:  robinrnest@comcast.net 

 
If you know of anyone else who could use a little sunshine, please don't hesitate to reach out and let me know. 
 
Thank you very kindly for being a part of our caring, creative community. 
 
Olga Schrichte 
Sunshine Committee 

mailto:gaughanc@bellsouth.net
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Printed panels are popular to use in quilts, but oftentimes they're not square.  Here's a link to a 

video to show you how to square them up.  I found the info really helpful and wanted to pass it on. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZGE2B5jcsms 

 
 

Olga Schrichte 

 

Squaring up Hoffman Fabrics Panels 

Make your panels work for you 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZGE2B5jcsms 

 
Note from Olga:  “If you watch the video to 
the end, you’ll discover how to square a very 
warped panel.  The technique really works!” 

 4 Trish Bodine     25 Dorothy Herrington 

 5 Cindy Shugars     25 Nancy Speck 

17 Sharon Price     27 Teresa Killar 

24 Kathy Phillips 

                FREE TO A GOOD HOME 
 

While clearing out my mother’s and brother’s home, 
I found this antique crocheted bed cover packed away 
in a closet.  I have no idea where it came from -  
possibly from a relative but I have no recollection 
of my mother receiving it.  It’s not something I 
think she would have purchased.  If so, she would 
have used it.  It’s clean and has a few spots that need 
mending but other than that, it’s in pretty good shape. 
 

I’d love for someone to adopt it who will really appreciate it.  Contact Brenda  
Barnhardt at brenz2catz@gmail.com or 301-662-2943 for this treasure.  Wish 
I could give credit to the maker. 

August 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZGE2B5jcsms
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZGE2B5jcsms
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The July Zoom meeting began with an  

introduction to our new Secretary and President, 

Linda McNey and Fran Scher respectively.  Both 

began sewing before they even started school. 

SHOW & TELL:  We began with viewing some of the colorful and imag-
inative fidget mats…  At left is another mat Olga Schrichte finished 
and to the right of that is one Fran Scher packed with lots of happy 
objects along with a close up. 

Below is another mat Fran made with Velcro and photo of the family dog, perhaps.  At right, 
Mary Pauley’s is chock-a-block with all sorts of fascin- 
ating things to fiddle with. 

...and here we have 3 more.  The first was made by Jacque Janss with a 
dog, and Sylvia Cooper made the two next to that - both with a fuzzy 
rainbow  
fabric 
and cats’ 
represented. 
 
 
 
Continued on 
Page 12 



 

 

SHOW & TELL (Continued)…  Kay Rice made the first one shown and Becky Lyon made  
the 12 block one in the middle.  The next four photos are from Sandy Dun-
ning’s mat with a patriotic theme and three close ups of its elements. 

                                                            Olga showed 8” blocks that friends made for “The Violet Project” for members of con-
gress (check it out on Facebook).  It required equal amounts of red and blue.  Hers are the card trick pieced block, “Unite 
Us” with houses, one made on her long arm with narrow piecing and a postage stamp print and the next from torn blue jeans 
“Mend Our Tears” with a Texture Magic heart, and on line 2, a heart with “We the People.”  Block #6 was made by Fran 
Scher who was inspired by Heather Kojan’s interleave quilt-as-you-go method. #7, Mary Pauley’s shows Lady Liberty, and 
the last one, “We the People”, is by Sandy Dunning. Go to the project website to see at least lots more squares on the Pro-
gress page at www.violetprotest.com/progress. More Show & Tell on Page 13. 

http://www.violetprotest.com/progress


 

 

 

The Common Thread  is published monthly by the Clustered Spires Quilt Guild of Frederick, MD.  Subscription to the newsletter is 

included in the annual membership fee.  Articles must be submitted to the newsletter editor by the 25th of each month by postal 
mail, e-mail or written message given at the quilt guild meeting.  The newsletter is posted on the guild’s website on the 1st of the 
month. 
 
Newsletter Editor:  Brenda Barnhardt, 301-662-2943, brenz2catz@gmail.com                                                                                                                                   
Show & Tell Contributor:  Linda McNey             
Website:  www.clusteredspiresquiltguild.org                                                       

SHOW & TELL (Continued)…  Now for general projects our members have been working 
on: Becky Lyon made a growth chart for her honorary twin grandchildren.  Marcie Walk-
er gifted a quilt to her granddaughter who’s going to college.  Olga Schrichte showed a 
project from a piecing pattern with ombre fabrics using different quilting stitches for 
texture titled “Abstract in April” that’s 36” x 42”, and a cork bag from a Sally Tomato 
pattern named “Sophie.” 

And finally, Linda McNey  
displayed a pink, white and  

blue quilt made at a class at Charlotte’s Cottage.  
Next to that, Joan Watkins used jungle animal  
panels for a quilt for her great niece.  The purple and aqua print quilt was made 
by Sandy Dunning - a paper pieced storm by sea quilt from a class that she 
started 3 years ago.  To the right, Jessica Halpin finished a UFO from 2018, a 
bargello design she made for her father’s birthday and father’s day gift. 

2021 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

August 12 CSQG Meeting - Virtual Pincushion Mini Workshop, Show & Tell of Community Service Quilts, and 2022 Programs Reveal 

September 2 CSQG Quarterly Board Meeting @7pm 

September 9 CSQG Meeting - Debby Kratovil - "Modern My Way: Traditional Roots, Today's Colors" www.quilterbydesign.com  
September 10 Workshop - Debby Kratovil - “Pickle Dish (Modern Wedding Ring)” 

September 17-25 Great Frederick Fair www.thegreatfrederickfair.com 

October 1 Community Service Quilts and Fidget Mats Due   

October 14 CSQG Meeting - Virtual Community Service Presentations & Guild Challenge  

November 4 CSQG Quarterly Board Meeting @ 7pm 

November 11 CSQG Meeting - Margaret MacKichan - "History & Meaning of the Star Quilts to the Lakota Sioux" 

December 9 CSQG Meeting - Holiday Banquet 

mailto:brenz2catz@gmail.com
http://www.clusteredspiresquiltguild.org
http://www.quilterbydesign.com/

