
 

 

 

Next Meeting: 
Thursday, June 7, 2018 
Delaplaine Visual Arts Center 
 

Meetings: 
First Thursday of the Month 
(unless otherwise noted ) 
6:00—6:30 pm—Arrival; Learn One, 
Teach One; Social Time 
6:30 - 8:30 pm Guild meeting 
Delaplaine Visual Arts Center 
40 South Carroll Street 
Frederick, MD   21701 

A Look Ahead 

President: Joan Watkins 301-874-5095 
Vice-President:  Danita Fr isby   240-818-3405 
Secretary:   Nancy Speck  301-694-8121 
Treasurer:  Robin Rippeon   301-271-3309 
 

Committee Chairs: 
2019 Opportunity Quilt Construction: Vacant 
BOM:  Cindy Shugars   301-788-0834 
Challenge:  Brenda Barnhardt  301-662-2943 
Comm Svc:  Grace Thorne 240-344-0740 
Facebook Adm: Fran Scher   240-361-8733 
Guild Exhibit:  Peggy Haser   301-228-3915, 
   Marty Simmons  301-845-7046 

Mnth Drawing Basket:  Danita Frisby 240-818-3405 
Fundraising:  Nancy Speck  301-694-8121 
Holiday Banquet:  Claire Daly 301-473-4023 
Hospitality:  Barbara Scuder i  301-432-5291 
Membership: Dar lene Morr is 301-363-5759 
Opportunity Raffle Marketing:  
   Sandra Dunning   978-806-7894 
Publicity:  Cindy Shugars   301-788-0834 
Programs:  Frances Shearer   630-730-3592 
Refreshments:  Linda Beavers 301-831-9821 
Sunshine:  Olga Schr ichte   301-668-2221 
Website:  Fran Scher    240-361-8733 
   Sandra Dunning   978-806-7894 

Contacts 
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Congratulations and thank you to Danita and 

Robin for agreeing to serve again as Vice Presi-

dent and Treasurer! We are in good hands! 

 

The June 7 meeting will be a very special one for 

me. I’ve known the speaker for many years now! 

Gil has always been supportive of everything I do, and that has got-

ten him involved in sewing machines. I hope you will enjoy his 

presentation on converting vintage electric machines to practical 

use in areas that do not have reliable electricity, something we take 

for granted. 

 

Our Board will meet Thursday, June 14, at 7 pm. If you are a commit-

tee chair and will not be able to attend, please send someone from 

the committee or send me a report ahead of time.  

 

I appreciate the work you are all doing to make this a wonderful quilt 

guild. By the way, all members are welcome to attend board meet-

ings.  The June 14 board meeting will be held in the Trust Confer-

ence Room on the first floor of the C. Burr Artz Public Library. 

 

See you on June 7! 

 

From the Program Committee: 
 
The committee hopes you enjoyed the sit and sew last 
month.  I took handwork on my trip and never opened the 
bag!  The committee has begun the process of developing 
programs for next year.  It is not too late to pass on in-
formation to us if you have some to share.  Looking for-
ward to our June program.  Below is information on how 
Gil House (Joan Watkins’s husband) became involved with 
converting machines. 
  
Frances Shearer                              Continued on Page 2 

http://quilting.about.com/library/clip_pages/n_clipBW7.htm


 

 

NOTICE:  Different location for the June 14 board meeting 
 

The Linton Shafer Warfield & Garrett building sustained a lot of water damage from the 
massive rains. 

 
The June 14 board meeting will be held in the Trust Conference Room on the first floor of 
the C. Burr Artz Public Library, 110 East Patrick St., at 7 pm. Parking is available in the 

Carroll Creek Garage. Bring your ticket into the library for validation. 

Program Committee (Continued): 
 
From Gil House:   
  
A few years ago, Joan and I were invited to a Haiti Dinner and Gala by friends who 
were on a church Haiti committee.  At the dinner there was a silent auction and in 
this auction was a broken hand crank sewing machine that our friends had brought 
back from Haiti.  Joan became the winner of a rusty unrepairable machine.  Our 
friends asked if we could find some hand crank machines that could be used in Haiti 
because the electric service was unreliable.  Most of the hand cranked sewing ma-
chines on eBay were either toy machines or very pricey ones.  She did find some re-
production hand cranks that were low cost and could be fitted to full sized ma-
chines.  We bought one and proceeded to convert an old machine that we had.  It 
worked and was given to the Haiti committee for their next mission trip.  It was 
used there until a hurricane.  The machine became part of the rubble.   
  
About the same time, I found a Singer Spartan machine at an auction.  This machine 
is smaller than a full-size machine but bigger than a featherweight.  Because of the 
differences it started my journey on converting this style of machine to hand crank 
operation by removing the electrification and adapting the crank to the machine.  
After a few trials I think I've come up with a few options to make these old ma-
chines see a new life for the people where there is no electricity.  
  
Joan and I have demonstrated these machines at festivals and let young children make 
a small sewing project.  Currently we are doing a fabric bookmark that the child can 
take home.  They are a big hit with the kids and even with adults who are foreign to 
sewing machines.  These machines are not as intimidating as an electric machine and 
the children get to see and have full control of each stitch. 
  
At the June meeting I will have a number of converted machines in a hands-on dis-
play.  As part of the talk and demonstration I'm going to attempt to convert a ma-
chine and give new life to that old hunk of iron. 
  
Joan’s note: 
Before he retired, Gil was an electronics engineer at Comsat Labs in Clarksburg. 
Since then he has been filling his time with volunteering and researching, mostly 
historic places and things.  



 

 

Clustered Spires Quilt Guild Meeting Minutes 
May 3, 2018 

 
The meeting began at 6:40.  President Joan Watkins introduced Marty from Needlechasers Guild with their raffle quilt.  We had 25 
members in attendance  
  
Minutes 
The minutes from April 9, 2018 were approved as published the May newsletter. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
There was no Treasurer’s Report as Robin Rippeon was unable to attend.  Joan indicated, however, that Robin has requested that any 
receipts for reimbursement be taken to her husband Brian’s office (Linton Shafer Warfield & Garrett).  
 
Election of Officers  
Sandy Dunning reported for the Nominating Committee that Danita Frisby and Robin Rippeon have agreed to continue to as Vice 
President and Treasurer respectively.  There being no additional nominations, Helen Wasserman moved to close the nominations, 
seconded by Darlene Morris.  Julie Howell moved that these nominees by elected by acclamation, and the motion was 
adopted. 
 
Announcements/Correspondence 

 Joan indicated that we had received several inquiries: a request for assistance refurbishing a family heirloom quilt, a request 
for assistance putting a large number of squares into a quilt, and an offer to give away a quilt made by an individual’s great-
grandmother.  Joan has more information about these inquiries if anyone wants to follow up. 

 Information about the HIV-Aids Memorial Quilt is in the newsletter. 

 Thank you letters have been received from the Fisher House Foundation for the guild’s donation in memory of Maridell 
Mason, and from the Delaplaine for our donation made in conjunction with our annual dues payment.   

 Patriot quilt raffle information is on line and in the newsletter. 

 Joan also noted an old letter from Sherry Burford (a deceased member) thanking members for their support.  It had been 
sent to the Delaplaine and just given to the guild.   

 
Committee Reports 

 Grace Thorne, Community Service Chair, thanked those who provided blocks for the Quilts of Valor charity quilt and re-
ported that the top is completed.  It will be quilted by Frances Shearer and presented at the October meeting. 

 Marty Simmons explained the Round Robin project and asked members to sign up to participate at tonight’s meeting. The 
project will begin with a 12.5” block, to which two additional borders will be added over the next six months.  Complete 
instructions are included in each bag. 

 Marie Cochran indicated that the quilt fabrics and other items she is selling for Dan Martin from his wife’s stash, are availa-
ble this evening and will then be sold elsewhere.  All proceeds support this critically ill quilter’s family. 

 Brenda Barnhardt advised that the next year’s retreat is scheduled for April 6-8, 2019.   There will be discussion closer to 
that time as to whether our group wants to add Thursday April 5.  The retreat owner had indicated that other groups are add-
ing Thursday to allow for a longer time to set up and have more quilting time.  Also, there are a few additional retreat spac-
es open, which will be noted in the newsletter.  Brenda also discussed a business group that was at the retreat that helps in-
dividuals who want to downsize their stash and sewing supplies.  Materials are then provided to various groups (such as 
retreats) for purchase. 

 Darlene Morris advised that there are currently 46 paid members of the guild.  Anyone who still needs a membership card 
can see Darlene. She will also take payments for dues. 

 Sandy Dunning reported for the Marketing Committee that the first two sales events are this weekend – Mt. Airy on Satur-
day and Catoctin Furnace both Saturday and Sunday.  The trees quilt has been appraised at $985.  There is another possible 
venue in Howard County on May 26. The signup sheets for several venues are available for people to sign up to assist.  

 
The business meeting concluded at 7:40.  
 
After birthday cake and ice cream and a video, the meeting also included door prizes, the monthly basket drawing, and Show and 
Tell.  Marie Cochran won the door prize. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Nancy Speck 
Secretary 



 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 
The quilts of valor top is assembled 
(see photo) and I think it's just beauti-
ful!  It will be given to Frances Shearer 
with batting/backing to machine quilt, 
then bound.  Once we know the name 
of the recipient, a label will be prepared 
and sewn on.  Thanks again for all your 
help...we should all be proud! 
 
Grace Thorne 

Here are a few words from the Quilt Exhibit Committee.... 
 

The Delaplaine staff had requested that the guild submit photos of quilts 
that might be used in publicity materials for our December Quilt Exhibit.  
The Exhibit Committee asked you for help, and boy, did you come 
through!  A great big thank you goes out to all the wonderful guild 
members who provided us pictures of their lovely and creative master-
pieces.  We now have 8 quilt pictures which clearly demonstrate our “A 
to Z” theme to show the Delaplaine staff, and we just know that they'll 

have a difficult time choosing which ones to use, since all of them are great!  We'll let you 
know which quilts were selected, hopefully during our next guild meeting.  In the mean-
time, keep working on your exhibit quilts! 
 
Marty Simmons 



 

 

Hello Quilters. 
We received a request from a News-Post reporter about writing a tribute story about Marga-
ret Federline, who recently died in an auto accident. She used to be a member of Clustered 
Spires. 
 

If you remember Margaret and would like to talk with the reporter, you can find her contact 
information below. 
 

Thanks, Joan 
 
From: Hannah Dellinger <hdellinger@newspost.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 15, 2018 2:14 PM 
To: Clustered Spires Quilt Guild 
Subject: Story honoring the memory of Margaret Federline  
  

Hello,  
 

First and foremost, I want to offer my condolences for the sudden loss of one of your group’s members. I’m 
sure you’re all going through a very difficult time and I’m sorry to bother you so soon after the accident. 
 

I would love to write a story honoring Margaret’s memory for the Frederick News-Post. I understand she was 
a part of your quilting guild, which does a lot of community outreach. It would be great to speak with some 
members who knew Margaret well who can tell me about who she was as a person and some of the things 
she accomplished in her life. 
 

If you are interested, please feel free to call or email me when you have a chance. 
 

Thanks, 
 

Hannah Dellinger 
General Assignment Reporter 
The Frederick News-Post 
240-215-8642 

                Refreshments volunteers for June: 
 

Snacks - Fran Scher, Cindy Shugars 
Drinks, Marcia Walker, Marie Cochran 
 

Note:  Need sign ups for refreshments.   The 
guild is covered through June.   Need volunteers 
for July through November. I send reminder no-
tices if you think you will forget.   
 
(For foods, please bring a list of ingredients 

for food allergies and other health issues.)  
  

If you signed up to bring snacks or beverages and cannot 
come, please notify Linda Beavers at 301-831-9821. 

Happy Birthday  

June Quilters! 

 

10 Claire Daly 

10 Marilou Weiss 

17 Sandra Rice 

21 Barbara Scuderi 

mailto:hdellinger@newspost.com


 

 

Sent: Tuesday, May 1, 2018 6:46:24 PM 
To: Clustered Spires Quilt Guild 
From: Bryndon McNellage <mcnellage.jb@gmail.com> 
Subject: CSQG Contact Submission  
 
I am not a quilter, but my wife has tons of squares that need to be made into a quilt. I have all the pieces but that's as far as I 
go. You were referred by Capital Quilts and they stated many guilds do piecing.  Please let me know if that's possible. 
Thank you.  
 

On Tue, May 1, 2018, 8:54 PM Clustered Spires Quilt Guild <csqg@clusteredspiresquiltguild.org> wrote: 
 
Hello Bryndon. 
We have a meeting this Thursday evening. I can ask if anyone is interested in piecing a quilt for you. Can you 
send more details? Size of quilt, size of blocks, number of blocks, all would be helpful. 
Thanks, Joan 

 

Sent: Wednesday, May 2, 2018 3:56:54 AM 
To: Clustered Spires Quilt Guild 
From: Bryndon McNellage <mcnellage.jb@gmail.com> 
Subject: Re: CSQG Contact Submission  
  
I have 27 blocks and I believe each one has a back on it. Each one is about 16 by 15.5 inches. The whole quilt size is 68 x 
91. Some pieces do not have a back. 

Sent: Wednesday, May 2, 2018 10:18:25 AM 
To: Clustered Spires Quilt Guild 
From: Jaclyn Storch <jhstorch@gmail.com> 
Subject: Request for information  
  
Greetings!  
 
My name is Jacki and I'm hoping you can help me preserve/refurbish a family heirloom. Specifically, I'm looking for insight 
on where I can find someone that can help create a simple quilt using some cross-stitched pictures my grandmother origi-
nally made for me and sewed onto a blanket.  I have saved the cross-stitched pictures and would like them sewed back 
onto a quilt.  The quilt would be more for display than use. 
 
Any insight or recommendations you could provide would be greatly appreciated.  I will consider all offers for service and 
am willing to pay a reasonable fee for service. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jaclyn Storch  

mailto:mcnellage.jb@gmail.com
mailto:csqg@clusteredspiresquiltguild.org
mailto:mcnellage.jb@gmail.com
mailto:jhstorch@gmail.com


 

 

More Help Wanted… 
 

Kelsey Parker Gallo 
In search of someone to make her a T-Shirt quilt 
Kelseyparker3@yahoo.com 
240-727-7735 
 
Tracy Herald 
In search of someone to make her a T-Shirt quilt 
therald17@gmail.com 
240-328-4869 
 
Andy Reynolds 
Wants to buy queen size quilts 
andynco@earthlink.net 
301-432-7614 

At the Double O retreat this year, three women 

visited who have a business where they purchase 

fabric, books, notions, etc. from people who are 

downsizing, or have another reason to dispose of 

quilting supplies.  Jayne Seal heads up this opera-

tion and they visit, inventory and negotiate a pur-

chase price for what the family wants to sell.  Then 

the ladies sort and market the items for resale.  

This is a mutually beneficial service that may be 

something you’d like to save the contact infor-

mation  for the future.  Better than dumping reus-

able items for nothing elsewhere (aside from chari-

table donations).  Questions, contact Brenda Barn-

hardt. 
 

Jayne Seal    304-240-7527 

jseal1996@gmail.com 

From: colleen tavenner [doubleoretreat@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, April 30, 2018 11:09 AM 
Subject: Double O Retreat 
 

A couple of ladies were interested in being "Orphan 
Quilters" at the Double O Retreat.  The group I just had, 
have 2 additional quilters (National Guard in 
Chambersburg, PA) and also 2 scrapbookers that 
also want to join the "Orphan List" group.  Please 
let me know if any of the "Orphans"  would like to 
join in.  Not sure what weekend they are interest-
ed in but if you are interested and have a prefer-
ence, please let me know. 
 
The openings I have at the Double O Retreat  
 

     November 29th - December 2nd, 2018 
     January 24th - 27th, 2019 
     January 31st - February 3rd, 2019 
 

Please let me know if anyone is interested in these 
dates. 

May meeting photos - Marty Simmons 
hands out the brown bags for the round 
robin challenge.  Still time to jump on 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 board!  Grace Thorne signs up.  Clustered Spires 
celebrated our 19th birthday  
with a festive cake.  The 
meeting was a Sit & Sew with 
a 30-minute film, “Quilts in 
Women’s Lives” shown. 
 
More on Page 8 

mailto:Kelseyparker3@yahoo.com
mailto:therald17@gmail.com
mailto:andynco@earthlink.net


 

 

May meeting photos (Continued)…  Darlene Morris made an embroidered dragonflies 
hexie tablemat.  Middle, Beth Johnson quilted a scrappy quilt made by a friend.  Right, 
Joan Watkins made two small quilts from the same alphabet panels. 

Below, Marcia Walker made a lighthouse wall hanging for a friend to cover a 
fuse box.  Joan Watkins showed a small quilt made from 
the same pattern as Sandy Dunning’s from a woven design 
workshop at Capital Quilts—the “3 hour quilt.”  Below 
right, Sandy displayed a sunflower table runner and mug 
rug she made for a raffle. 



 

 

May meeting photos (Continued)…  Sandy 
Dunning’s been busy making gifts for her 
grandchildren with pillows and roller skating 
t-shirts. 

  
  
 
Below, Danita Frisby made a self-designed poppy shirt for her 
daughter’s birthday and two table runners for Community  
Service. 



 

 

May meeting photos (Continued)…  Marie Cochran 
showed her hand pieced hexie quilt for her son and his 
fiance.  Dot 
White 
made a pink 
quilt for her 
grand-
daughter. 

Kathy  
Shankle’s  
moving  
forward with another dachshund block, Cindy Shugars showed her piped placemat she made 
at the Double O retreat, and Olga Schrichte dispayed baby booties made by Nancy Peder-
sen for a friend made on an embroidery hoop. 

Left, Olga shows two painted stitches pieces from a 
Donna Clauser Stuft workshop by Four County 
Quilters Guild 
and right, an edge- 
to-edge owl  
pillow from a  
long arm pattern. 
 
More on Page 11 



 

 

May meeting photos 
(Continued)…   
 
Finally, Olga’s 
“Zentrifical Force” wall 
quilt with beading, and 
Helen Wasserman  
solicited ideas for using 
fuzzy, cuddle purple 
fabrics her husband 
gave her. 

2018 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

June 7 CSQG Meeting - Gil House - Converting Electric Machines to Hand Cranked for 
Third World Countries 

June 14 CSQG Board of Directors Meeting 

June 1-3 Quilter's Unlimited Quilt Show www.quiltersunlimited.org/quiltshow 

June-Sept. 6/20-9/4 Row by Row Experience Shop Hop www.rowbyrowexperience.com 

July 5 CSQG Meeting - Community Service Work Session 

July 13-15 Mid-Appalachian Quilters Seminar www.maqonline.org 

July 19-22 Quilt Odyssey Quilt Show @ Hershey, PA https://server7.pacecomputing.com/ 
quiltodysseycom/www/index.php 

August 2 CSQG Meeting - Grace Thorne - Hawaiian Quilting - Demo and Workshop 

September 6 CSQG Meeting - Gyleen Fitzgerald - "The Art of Color Blending" Lecture and 
Trunk Show 

September 12-15 AQS Fall Quilt Show @ Paducah, KY www.americanquilter.com 

September 13 CSQG Board of Directors Meeting 

September 13-16 Pennsylvania National Quilt Extravaganza 
@ Oaks, PA 

www.quiltfest.com/upcoming-shows
-and-events/pennsylvania-national-
quilt-extravaganza 

September 14-22 Great Frederick Fair www.thegreatfrederickfair.com 

October 3-6 AQS Quilt Show @ Virginia Beach www.quiltfest.com 

October 4 CSQG Meeting - Challenge Projects Revealed & Community Service Projects 

October 19 - 28 Quilters Quest Shop Hop www.quiltersquest.org 

November 1 CSQG Meeting - Terry Kramzer - Art Quilter 

November 2 Terry Kramzer Workshop Taney Apartments in Frederick 

November 8 CSQG Board of Directors Meeting 

December 1-31 CSQG Quilt Show @ The Delaplaine Center 

December 6 CSQG Holiday Banquet 

http://www.maqonline.org/
http://www.quiltfest.com/upcoming-shows-and-events/pennsylvania-national-quilt-extravaganza
http://www.quiltfest.com/upcoming-shows-and-events/pennsylvania-national-quilt-extravaganza
http://www.quiltfest.com/upcoming-shows-and-events/pennsylvania-national-quilt-extravaganza
http://www.quiltfest.com/


 

 



 

 

 


