
 

 

Next Meeting: 2nd Thursday each Month 
Thursday, December  10, 2020 

 

Meetings: 
Second Thursday of the Month 
   (unless otherwise noted ) 
6:30 pm Guild Virtual Zoom Meeting 
 

Delaplaine Visual Arts Center 
40 South Carroll Street 
Frederick, MD   21701 

President:   Danita  Fr isby   240-818-3405 
Vice-President:   Kathy  Shankle   301-710-5223 
Secretary:   Nancy  Speck   301-694-8121 
Treasurer:   Robin  Rippeon   540-270-6210 
 

Committee  Chairs: 
BOM:   Kathy  Shankle   301-710-5223 
Challenge:   Brenda  Barnhardt   301-662-2943 
Comm  Service:   Kay  Rice   301-662-2104 & 
                              Marcia Walker   240-446-8919 
Facebook  Adm:   Karen  Smith   301-371-0293 
Fundraising:    Needs  Chair 
Holiday  Banquet:    Needs  Chair 
Hospitality:   Barbara  Scuder i   301-432-5291 
Last  Chance  Stash: Mary  Pauley  301-732-6462 
Membership:  Dar lene  Morr is  301-363-5759 
Month  Drawing  Basket:  Danita  Frisby  240-818-3405 
Newsletter:   Brenda  Barnhardt   301-662-2943 
Opp  Quilt  Const.:  Nancy  Speck   301-694-8121 
Opp  Quilt  Marketing:  Needs  Chair 
Publicity:   Marty  Simmons   301-845-7046 
Programs:   Fran  Scher    240-361-8733 
Quilt  Show:   Joan  Watkins   301-461-0348 
Refreshments:   Linda  Beavers   301-831-9821 
Sunshine:   Olga  Schr ichte   301-668-2221 
Website:   Fran  Scher    240-361-8733 

Contacts 
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It’s the holiday season!  And, boy, do we need it -  

all the good cheer, peace on earth, and holly jol-

lies we can manage to spread around! I’ll start by 

wishing you all health, joy, and happy quilting now and for the 

coming year.  Be sure to join us for our December virtual meet-

ing with extra social time starting at 6:30.  Here’s hoping that 

we’ll be able to actually meet again soon.  Until then, we’ll con-

tinue to meet virtually and experience wonderful programs pre-

sented by our dedicated Program Committee and to enjoy 

each other’s beautiful work through virtual Show and Tell.  

Don’t forget to check out our quilt show hanging at the 

Delaplaine or through their online listing. 

 

Danita Fisby 
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NOTE:  Articles for the newsletter are due on 
the 25th of each month.  Send to Brenda  
Barnhardt at brenz2catz@gmail.com.  Thank you. 



 

 

Clustered Spires Quilt Guild Meeting Minutes 
November 12, 2020 

 
The meeting began at 7:05pm.  The meeting was a virtual Zoom meeting hosted by Sandy Dunning.  Twenty-three members partici-
pated, with speaker Karen Fricke the only visitor.  
 
We started with Karen Fricke’s presentation of her program entitled “Beads, Buckles and Buttons.”  She provided a fun discussion of 
why and how to embellish a quilt using buttons, threads and various items.  Her talk included demonstration of several techniques as 
well as display of some of her own spectacular quilts. 
 
Business Meeting 
 
The business meeting began at 8 pm. 
 
Minutes of the October  8 meeting were accepted as published in the newsletter . 
 
Treasurer’s report 

Income as of September 30, 2020 $2,363.00   
Expenses as of September 30, 2020 $2,484.13 
Net Income as of September 30, 2020 $(121.13)   
Checking account balance September 30, 2020 $11,002.78 

 
Committees 
 
Programs – Diane Harris will present a holiday trunk show at the December meeting entitled “Jingle Bells.”  Fran Scher will be tak-
ing over as Chair of the Program Committee from Frances Shearer who is, however, staying on the committee.  More members are 
needed as there are currently only 5 on the committee.  It was agreed that starting in December we will go back to a 6:30 start time for 
a socializing opportunity, possibly in smaller chat rooms.  Since a member trunk show is a little harder in a virtual format, the January 
meeting will consist of member presentations of tips and comments with discussion.  The 2021 programs are set and will be revealed 
at the January meeting.  The committee is about to start on 2022. 
 
Community Service – Kay Rice reported that Karen Smith and Marty Simmons are joining the committee and they have been brain-
storming on-line.  Ideas will be in the newsletter and the committee would like comments.  The plan is to have a decision by January 
22 in advance of the February newsletter. 
 
Delaplaine Show – Danita reminded everyone that quilts need to have sleeves (4” for bigger quilts).  Volunteers are needed to help 
hang the show on December 1 starting at 10 am.  Quilts can be brought to the Delaplaine on the 1st or placed in a box on Danita’s 
porch during Thanksgiving week.  Joan Watkins advised that all quilts that were submitted will be in the show.  She also reminded 
members of the virtual Artists’ Talk at the Delaplaine on December 5 at 2 pm.  Volunteers are needed. 
 
President’s Report – A Chair is needed for the Banquet Committee for 2021.  There will be a Board meeting set up on Zoom next 
Thursday, November 19 at 7pm.  This meeting will focus on important budget matters, given the issues presented by the COVID-19 
limitations on sales venues this year. 
 
Sunshine – Olga Schricte advised of the need for support for Karen Smith upon the death of her mother. 
 
Quilt Construction - Nancy Speck showed several log cabin blocks she has made for a quilt that she will donate to the guild for an 
Opportunity quilt. 
 
There was Show and Tell. The door prize (a book called “Urbanologie” by Sew Kind of Wonderful) was won by Linda McNey. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Nancy Speck 
Secretary 



 

 

Clustered Spires Quilt Guild Board Meeting Minutes 
November 19, 2020 

 
Board Members Present – Note: Due to limitations presented by the COVID-19 pandemic, this was a virtual meeting.  The 
following Board members attended via Zoom: Brenda Barnhardt, Linda Beavers, Sandy Dunning, Danita Frisby, Darlene 
Morris, Mary Pauley, Kay Rice, Fran Scher, Barbara Scuderi, Frances Shearer, Marty Simmons, Karen Smith, Nancy 
Speck, and Joan Watkins.  Treasurer, Robin Rippeon, participated by phone. 
   
Budget  
 
There were a few general items beginning the budget discussion.  It was noted that for the remainder of this and next year 
– at least until September - we would likely be virtual meetings and that would impact the finances for the remainder of 
2020.  As to next year, Nancy indicated that she is working on an Opportunity Quilt that will incur no quilt material costs, 
but will need quilting next year. 
 
There was also discussion of the issues arising from the difficulty in recruiting Chairs for the Quilt Marketing and Fund-
raising Committees.  We need to do these activities if we want to have programs.  There was agreement that guild mem-
bers need to be willing to support these endeavors in order to have programs.  This is a serious concern. 
 
Having virtual marketing or fundraising events was discussed, with the possibility of opening a PayPal account.  Sandy 
Dunning and Fran Scher will look into PayPal as an option. 
 
It was decided to proceed with doing a budget that would assume some income from donations and new members, and also 
taking into account the existing solid bank account.  The budget will be revisited in March to evaluate the circumstances at 
the time (including COVID and the possibility of 2021 sales venue availability).  The Program Committee will hold off on 
any contracts for 2022 until the financial status is reviewed at that time.   
 
After a line-by-line review, a proposed budget was adopted for publication in the December newsletter and presentation to 
the guild at the January meeting.  (See page 4 for the proposal.) 
 
General 
 
Pending presentation and adoption of the 2021 budget, President Danita Frisby will work to recruit chairs for Quilt Mar-
keting and Fundraising and will do a general solicitation of donations from the membership. 
 
There was a discussion about the security of our website, if we are going to undertake on-line sales/solicitations.  Fran 
Scher suggested that additional security can be expensive; she will follow up with GoDaddy about this.  The PayPal pro-
cess has its own security system. 
 
Program Chair Fran Scher reminded the group that we will be starting meetings at 6:30 beginning with the December 
meeting.   
 
The Board supported a presentation by Kay Rice that Karen Smith is writing an article for Country Woman, a magazine 
that is looking to present articles about quilt guilds that do community service. 
 
Marty Simmons suggested that there are all kinds of virtual opportunities, including other guild’s programs and she would 
make a list to let us know what was available.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Speck, Secretary  



 

 

Continued on Page 5 



 

 

From the Program Committee:   
 

December Program--December 10, 2020   “Jingle Bells” 
 

Diane Harris, of Bladen, Nebraska, will present a holiday-

themed trunk show via Zoom.  Diane has been quilting for over 

30 years.  She was an editor for Quiltmaker magazine where 

she wrote patterns, product reviews and how-to articles. Her 

quilt designs can still be seen regularly in the pages of Quiltmak-

er, McCall’s Quilting and Quick Quilts. 
 

Starting in December, please join us early (at 6:30 pm) for social time via the 

same Zoom link as our monthly meeting. 
 

We want to remind everyone that we’d love to see holiday-themed show and tell items… they do not 

have to be recently made and can be made by someone else.  Also, if members are making holiday gifts 

and shipping them, please take a photo before you ship and share with us! 
Continued on Page 6 

Continued 



 

 

Program Committee (Continued):   
 
 

In lieu of a member trunk show in January, we are looking for about 10 volunteers to present a tip, trick, 

or tool to the group via Zoom at our meeting.  Did you learn something from a workshop that you’d like 

to show us?  Or perhaps you found a new quilting website that you’d like to tell us about.  To participate, 

you will send a photo to Sandy Dunning for her to show on screen, or you can show us “live” from your 

device camera.  Please email Fran at fran.scher@gmail.com if you would like to participate!  Thanks in 

advance!   

 

Fran Scher, Chair 

Printed 11/24/20 

COMMUNITY SERVICE  
 

First, we would like to welcome to our committee, Karen Smith and Marty Simmons.  Karen 
and Marty welcome to our little corner of the guild! 
 
If we said, “this has been a year to remember”… that would certainly be the understatement of 
all time.  As we move forward with selecting a 2021 Community Service Partner, we are in an 
abundance of caution, opting for the COVID version of brainstorming which we have dubbed 
“E-Storming.” With that in mind, see two documents on Page 7. Which means, we are still in 
the midst of selecting a 2021 Community Service Partner.  Have an idea?  Reach to a member 
of the Community Service Committee to let us know.  Please review the documents and have 
your responses to Kay no later than January 15, 2021.  The goal is to have a 2021 Community Partnership selected no 
later than January 22 so it can be included in the February newsletter. 
 
Kay Rice and Marcia Walker 
2020 Community Service Co-Chairs 
 
The Community Services Committee:  Brenda Barnhardt, Danita Fr isby, Pat James, Kay Rice, Fran Scher , 
Barbara Scuderi, Marty Simmons, Karen Smith, Kathy Shankle, Marcia Walker  

mailto:fran.scher@gmail.com


 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
(Continued) 

CSQG Community Service History: 
 

2006 Breast Cancer Awareness/Colonial Jewelers Raffle Quilt 
2008 Breast Cancer Awareness/Colonial Jewelers Raffle Quilt; Heartly House and  
    Hope Alive Tote Bags; FMH Neonatal Wall Quilts 
2009 Frederick Sheriff’s Department Children in Crisis Quilts 
2009 – 2010   American Red Cross – Group Wall Quilt 
2010 Breast Cancer Awareness/Colonial Jewelers Raffle Quilt 
2011 Breast Cancer Awareness/Colonial Jewelers Raffle Quilt; Frederick Sheriff’s  
    Department Children in Crisis Quilts 
2012 Frederick Sheriff’s Department Children in Crisis Quilts 
2013 Breast Cancer Awareness/Colonial Jewelers Raffle Quilt; Meals on Wheels 
    Placemats; Animal Welfare League of Frederick County Cat Hammocks 
2014 Department of Social Services Pillowcases 
2015 Frederick Memorial Hospital Receiving Blankets 
2016 SOAR (Supporting Older Adults through Resources) Quilt 
2017 Department of Social Services & Legal Aid of Maryland Backpacks 
2018 Quilts of Valor Quilt; Ballenger Creek Center Seniors’ Lap Quilts 
2019 Quilts of Valor Quilt; James M. Stockman Cancer Center Lap Quilts 
2020 COIPP (Children of Incarcerated Parents Partnership) Lap Quilts 



 

 



 

 

Trees—our quilt exhibit at the Delaplaine 
 
Opening day for the quilt exhibit is Saturday December 5.  If you go to the Delaplaine 
you can view the quilts in person.  Fortunately, the exhibit will also be shown online 
so you can visit and enjoy as many times as you’d like! Link for exhibits and recorded 
talks:  https://delaplaine.org/programs/virtual-delaplaine /. 
 
Danita Frisby, Brenda Barnhardt, Olga Schrichte and I will be presenting the Artist 
Talk at 2:00 on December 5. Webinar link for live presentation:  https://delaplaine.org/
programs/programs-at-a-glance/. 
 
Joan Watkins, Chair 

Hello, Quilters! 
 
Wasn't Karen Fricke's lecture last month amazing? Her quilts are breathtaking!  She was kind 
enough to send the handouts for Techniques and Sources to members via email November 14 and 
available on the CSQG website. 
 
Fran Scher, Chair 

                     SUNSHINE NEWS 
 

Please send a little sunshine to Karen Smith.  Sadly, her mother who lived in 
New Jersey, recently died of Covid-19.  Please let Karen know that you're 
thinking about her at this difficult time by sending her a card and a 5-inch 
square of floral fabric.  Karen's address is: 
 
Karen Smith 
206 Rod Circle  
Middletown, MD 21769  
Email:  smitty2@ix.netcom.com 
 
Thank you in advance for being part of our caring, creative community. 
 
If you know of anyone else who needs our caring support during these difficult times, please don't 
hesitate to let me know. 
 
Thank you very kindly. 
 
Olga Schrichte, Chair 

mailto:smitty2@ix.netcom.com


 

 

            BLOCK OF THE MONTH 
 
Greetings Ladies!  The final block in our Sundays Best Quilts series is 
called the Nantucket Sampler Block and ends the series on a simple 
note.  EACH STRIP IS CUT 11/2 " Wide.  For each colorway you need 
1 - 2 1/2" center squares,  2  4 1/2", 2  6 1/2", and 2  8 1/2" pieces.  
From a contrast cut 2  2 1/2", 2  4 1/2", and 2  6 1/2" pieces.  Follow 
the book instructions to complete your block.  I hope you have enjoyed 
this series as much as I have. 
 
Kathy Shankle, Chair 

Hospitality Committee 
 
We had 23 people attending our November meeting.  
Linda McVey won the door prize, a book called 
“Urbanologie” by Sew Kind of Wonderful. 
 

Barbara Scuderi, Chair 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

12 Joan Cornell 
15 Kathy Cramer 
26 Celeste LaJoie 
26 Madeline Wajda 
26 Joan Watkins 
27 Helen Wasserman 
29 Barbara Yinger 

KUDOS TO OLGA SCHRICHTE…   
 

"I entered 2 quilts in the 2nd Virtual 
Quilt Show and was delighted when my 
quilt, "Linda's Flowers", won 1st Place in 
the Best Use of Appliqué in the Aspiring 
category and the Viewer's Choice award 
for Aspiring quilters.  These are my first 
national awards.  I'm over the moon!" 
  

Thank you very kindly. 
  

Olga Schrichte 



 

 

November meeting photos - Karen Fricke did a virtual lecture “Beads, Buckles & Buttons.”  
She showed us her buttons and beads collections.  Some of the items she’s used in her work 
are:  variegated threads, beads, buttons, zippers, crystals, tree limbs and branches, shells, bottle 
caps, silk ribbon, leather, decorate fiber, wood, lace and ultra suede.  Here is a sampling from 
her slide show…  “Grate Eggs-Pectations in the middle and “Following My...To My Imagina-
tion” on the right. 

 

Above, Karen showed some of 
her bug series with a locust, and worker bee using buttons on the 
border.  Below left, a Chuppah with 3- D flowers representing the four seasons.  Middle, a 
Mezuzah decorative case to hold a Torah.  Below right, a pomegranate 
Mezuzah.                                                          Continued on Page 12 



 

 

November meeting photos (continued)…  At left, a kaleidoscope of weevils (yes, they’re re-
al) with close up in middle.  Right, beetles in a wood framework using two tree limbs 2 feet 
tall.  Finally, a beading stitches for embellishment sampler. Check out Karen’s website at 

karenfrickequilts.com.  She uses beading threads that 
don’t fray. 

SHOW & TELL:  
Frances Shearer 
showed a complet-
ed quilt made from 
a donated hexi quilt 
top that her sister 
patched, trimmed, 
quilted and bound.  
It will be donated to 
a future Community Service project. 

Below, Susan Gnatt finished a Missouri Star quilt kit - a 6 month block of the month project 
named “Star Sampler.”  Beside that, Sandy Dunning showed an October block of the month block 
with machine embroidery. 



 

 

 Show & Tell (Continued)… Below, Sandy’s September block of the month in green, gold and purple.  
Beside it, Fran Scher showed a Christmas tree skirt that she got the pattern from Craftsy.  Next row, 
Olga Schrichte showed “Linda’s Flowers” featured on Page 10 and a micro stippled project she’s 
working on in a virtual class.  To its right, is a bed quilt Marie Cochran finished with her stash from a 
magazine pattern, and below that, a Halloween pillow she made. 

Continued on Page 14 



 

 

The Common Thread  is published monthly by the Clustered Spires Quilt Guild of Frederick, MD.  Subscription to the newsletter is 

included in the annual membership fee.  Articles must be submitted to the newsletter editor by the 25th of each month by postal 
mail, e-mail or written message given at the quilt guild meeting.  The newsletter is posted on the guild’s website on the 1st of the 
month. 
 
Newsletter Editor:  Brenda Barnhardt, 301-662-2943, brenz2catz@gmail.com                                                                                                                                   
Show & Tell Contributor:  Linda McNey             
Website:  www.clusteredspiresquiltguild.org                                                       

Robin Rippeon provided her Show & Tell via email.  She explains “I completed my quilt called “Winter 
Wonderland” that I’ve been working on for a few years. The Redwork is done by hand and the piecing 
done by machine.  The quilting was done by Winnie McCarraher. 
 
I completed my “Spring Baltimore Album” Quilt that I took from Mimi Dietrich in a yearlong class at 
Patches in 2017.  The quilting was done by Winnie McCarraher. 
 
The Santa belly apron is a Christmas gift for a friend.” 

mailto:brenz2catz@gmail.com
http://www.clusteredspiresquiltguild.org

